The case was heard in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Having considered the hearing evidence and the record
as a whole, I find that a preponderance of the substantial,
reliable, and probative evidence establishes the following:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.  At all relevant times, Respondent's Maple Creek No.
2 Mine, an underground coal mine, produced coal for sale or
use in or substantially affecting interstate commerce.

2.  On August 31, 1983, about 7:00 a.m., Respondent's
continuous miner operator made a cut 10 to 13 feet into No.
28 Room, on the midnight to 8:00 a.m. shift.  The continuous
miner operator failed to hang a reflectorized sign on the
last row of roof bolts, to warn people not to enter the cut
area, which was unsupported roof.  The cut was not roof-
bolted or otherwise roof-supported until approximately 1 1/2
hours after the cut was made,

3.  Before the end of his shift, Jack Settles, the
midnight shift foreman, called outside and told Ron Franczyk,
the next shift foreman, that he (Settles) expected to have
No. 28 room roof-bolted before the next shift came into the
working section.  However, a problem with the roof-bolting
operation occurred, and the cut area was not roof-bolted for
at least 1 1/2 hours and not until a Federal inspector
detected that the roof was not roof-supported and there was
no warning sign.

4.  When the day shift crew came into the section, they
were accompanied by Federal Mine Inspector Joseph F. Reid
and Barry Armel, the union walkaround.

5.  When Reid and Armel entered No. 28 Room, about 9:00
a.m. , the cut area was not roof-supported, a roof-bolting
machine was not in the room, and a reflectorized warning
sign was not in place.

6.   The preshift examination time, date, and initials
in Room 28 were placed there by the day shift foreman, who
knew when he inspected the room that the cut area was not
roof-supported and that there was no warning sign.  He did
not report the lack of a warning sign in his preshift
examination report and did not take any steps to have a
warning sign put up for his shift, until the inspector cited
a violation.
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